Pulmonary hypertension in dogs: diagnosis and therapy.
Pulmonary hypertension (PH) has been recognized as a clinical syndrome for many years in veterinary medicine, but routine accurate clinical diagnosis in dogs was greatly enhanced by widespread use of echocardiography and Doppler echocardiography. Most cases of PH in veterinary medicine can be categorized as precapillary or postcapillary. These subsets of patients often differ with regard to clinical presentation, response to therapy, and prognosis. Effective medical therapy is now available to treat this often-devastating clinical complication of common chronic diseases, making accurate diagnosis even more important to patient longevity and quality of life.